Amongst the many iconic blues masters that | met and learned from directly was KC Douglas -
b. 11/21/13, Sharon, MS - d. 10/18/75, Berkeley, CA - Douglas moved to Vallejo, California in
1945 to work in the naval shipyards, and by 1947 was playing on the San Francisco/Oakland
blues scene. Douglas was influenced by Tommy Johnson, whom he had worked with in the
Jackson, Mississippi area in the early 1940s. | met KC in 1969 in Berkeley, CA. He worked for
the City of Berkeley Streets Dept. driving a truck, and he played music in local clubs and at
music festivals. KC, as a result of his working with Tommy Johnson in the Jackson, MS area in
the early 1940s, could play/duplicate most all of Tommy Johnson's music better than anyone
I've heard. | 'dogged'/followed him around at his gigs and visited him at his home. He was kind
enough to show how to play a number of Tommy Johnson's tunes. One of the most popular and
most accessible of those tunes is the great country blues classic "Big Road Blues."

Here's my transcription of "Big Road Blues," as played by KC Douglas, which he learned directly
from Tommy Johnson:

http://www.hawkeyeherman.com/.../I.../T-Johnson-BigRoadBlues.pdf

"Big Road Blues" - Tommy Johnson - transcription:









